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Amendment IV





The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.





     The Fourth Amendment specifies that any warrant must be judicially sanctioned for a search or an arrest, in order for such a warrant to be considered reasonable. Warrants must be supported by probable cause and be limited in scope according to specific information supplied by a person (usually a law enforcement officer) who has sworn by it and is therefore accountable to the issuing court.


     The Fourth Amendment applies to governmental searches and seizures, but not those done by private citizens or organizations who are not acting on behalf of a government. The Bill of Rights originally only restricted the power of the federal government. However, in Mapp v. Ohio, 367 U.S. 643 (1961), the Supreme Court ruled that the Fourth Amendment is applicable to state governments by way of the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. Moreover, all state constitutions contain an analogous provision.





Colonial America





     In Colonial America, legislation was explicitly written to enforce English revenue gathering policies on customs. Until 1750, all handbooks for justices of the peace, the issuers of warrants, contained or described only general warrants. William Cuddihy, Ph.D. in his dissertation entitled The Fourth Amendment: Origins and Original Meaning, claims there existed a "colonial epidemic of general searches." According to him, until the 1760s, a "man's house was even less of a legal castle in America than in England" as the authorities possessed almost unlimited power and little oversight.





James Otis





     In 1756, the colony of Massachusetts enacted legislation that barred the use of general warrants. This represented the first law in American history curtailing the use of seizure power. Its creation largely stemmed from the great public outcry over the Excise Act of 1754, which gave tax collectors unlimited powers to interrogate colonists concerning their use of goods subject to customs and permitted the use of a general warrant known as a writ of assistance, allowing them to search the homes of colonists and seize “prohibited and uncustomed” goods.


     A crisis erupted over the writs of assistance on December 27, 1760 when the news of King George II's October 23 death arrived in Boston. All writs automatically expired six months after the death of the King and would have had to be re-issued under the name of the new King, George III, to remain valid.


     In mid-January 1761, a group of over 50 merchants represented by James Otis, petitioned the court to have hearings on the issue. During the five hour hearing on February 23, 1761, Otis vehemently denounced English colonial policies, including their sanction of general warrants and writs of assistance. However, the court ruled against Otis. Because of the name he had made for himself in attacking the writs, he was elected to the Massachusetts colonial legislature and helped pass legislation requiring that special writs of assistance be “granted by any judge or justice of the peace upon information under oath by any officer of the customs” and barring all other writs. The governor overturned the legislation, finding it contrary to British law and parliamentary sovereignty. John Adams, who was present in the courtroom when Otis spoke, viewed these events “as the spark in which originated the American Revolution.”


     Seeing the danger general warrants presented, the Virginia Declaration of Rights explicitly forbade the use of general warrants. This prohibition became precedent for the Fourth Amendment.











The Job is Far From Over


Lee S Gliddon Jr





     I see all too much gloating over Brown's Senate victory in Massachusetts and fear that many think our battle is won. Obama and Reid are saying that, "We will withhold a Healthcare Bill until Brown is seated." This is not capitulation as they intend to continue their push for a Socialistic approach to Healthcare as well as other projects.


     As Conservatives we must continue our battle with fervor. The Brown victory must be seen as one of the battles we won but it must not be taken as "We won the war."


     We must unseat another 12 to 15 Senators on the Left and another 25-30 Representatives in the House. We must unseat both Reid in the Senate and Pelosi in the House. Then we must TURN UP THE HEAT and unseat Obama and void Washington D.C. of every member of the fouled Administration currently in existence.


     Then the real job starts. We then must 'weed out' the SPENDERS that use their political power to reward their backers to remain in office. This must be applied to the Office of The President as well to Congress. No more political appointees named to the posts of America's Security! Those appointed must have the experience, know-how and desire to do a NECCESSARY JOB for our nation.


     We must make Wall Street aware of the fact that if they do not clean house and stop ridiculous financial transactions and reserve money for rainy days, there will be no more publicly financed bailouts! No more prices gouging, no more price rising due to speculators!


     We must then clean house of any and all Liberals in the many Departments that exist as spenders of our money with NOTHING gained in return. We MUST regain control over the Education of our children and trash the SOCIALIST indoctrination programs currently being taught.


     These are our goals and we must 'keep our eye on the ball!' To fail this time is to allow our entire nation to be taken over by those that do not have our best interests in mind.


     As we accomplish all of this we must RETURN GOD as our LEADER and deny any and all attempts to deny this fact. Our Constitution makes allowances for freedom of religion, not freedom from religion, and it must be correctly interpreted.


     This is our job and we should ask God to allow us to do HIS WILL!























We the People - Alabama





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wtpalabama.com" ��http://www.wtpalabama.com� 








It is widespread public apathy that is the single biggest threat to individual liberty.





By remaining silent, people condone what government does and as such are part of the problem.





The


Alabama Minuteman Reports Newsletter





is owned and operated exclusively by Alabama citizens for Alabama citizens and accepts input from all sources, however, we do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of any material presented. It is up to the readers to verify the material’s accuracy and judge for themselves. 





Back issues are available upon request.


All submissions are subject to review and editing for content prior to publication in the newsletter.


To no longer receive email communication from WTP Alabama or to unsubscribe from our mailing list, please respond to the email to which this newsletter was attached with "please take me off your mailing list" in the message block.
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Scott Brown Wins in Mass.


We the People - Alabama





     Republican State Senator Scott Brown won a significant victory January 19th in the Massachusetts special election to fill the vacant US Senate seat left by the death of long time Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy.


     What makes his victory so important is that, among other things, the State of Massachusetts is known as the most liberal State in the Union.


     Massachusetts also has three times more registered Democrats that it does Republicans, however, over 50% of the eligible voters refer to themselves as independent.


     What this tells us is that, besides voters rejecting the socialist agenda currently being pushed by the White House and Congress and expressing their opposition to excessive government spending and the massive deficits and tax hikes that are coming with it, the voters in Massachusetts of all places are finally beginning to get motivated to action toward preventing the destruction of our economy and the limiting of individual freedom for people to make their own choices.





Congratulations to the people of Massachusetts.





Perhaps now, even in Massachusetts, a few liberty minded people will begin the process of establishing their own





We the People





organization


to hold their elected officials, even Republicans, accountable to the Constitution and their oath of office.





Citizen Vigilance Begins





     We the People – Alabama have completed the initial list of standards that will be expected of our elected representatives. We are now preparing the personal letter of introduction that will be delivered, along with the list of standards, to each of our congressional Representatives and Senators introducing each of them to the We the People organization.


     In the letter of introduction, we will be requesting a written response from our representatives acknowledging their receipt of the list of standards and hopefully their eagerness to work with us to restore the integrity of Congress and the people’s confidence in it.


     Within a very short time after these deliveries are confirmed, we will make all the documentation public through the media, on our website and in our newsletters, to include our representatives’ response or lack thereof.


     A copy of the letter of introduction and Standards for Representatives will also be sent to citizen contacts that we have in all the other States to show them what we are doing in Alabama to bring citizen representatives to Congress back in to the Constitutional fold and keep them there, which we hope will inspire the other States to follow our lead, or otherwise suggest a better idea.


     Following that, we will begin setting up the website section on each of our elected representatives to keep track of their performance with respect to the Standards for Representatives that they have been given.


     This information, along with much more on the character of our representatives will be available to all members of We the People, depending on their “level of membership”, which will also be made widely available in our newsletter and on the website.





With these actions, the systematic organized


citizen vigilance of government begins.





     Beyond what has been established to that point, it will be up to a sufficient number of citizen’s to actively participate or at least support the efforts of those who do.





"It does not require a majority to prevail,


but rather an irate, tireless, minority;


keen to set brush fires in people's minds..."





Samuel Adams
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