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P.O Box 17557
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Visit your website at

www.wtp-alabama.com

Senator / Representative’s Name
Street Address
City, Alabama 35000

Senator / Representative’s Name,

We the People — Alabama offer our congratulations on your recent election as one of Alabama’s delegates representing
the people of Alabama in the 112* Congress of the United States of America.

'We the People made a covenant with government over 200 years ago wherein we authorized our government's
existence and granted it certain enumerated powers. Anything beyond that was reserved to the States or to the People.
Government has incrementally broken that covenant. The nation our forefathers created is unrecognizable today.

Our constitutional republic is in grave danger, less from foreign adversaries than from the enemies of individual freedom
‘within our own society and government.

We the People acknowledge and accept our share of the responsibility for the state of our union. Our own failure to pay
adequate attention to what government has been doing over the past 100 years and our failure to elect representatives of sufficient
moral character and integrity to adequately defend our freedoms have contributed to the current situation.

‘We the People can no longer trust many of the people and institutions upon which we have previously relied to defend
our freedoms. As a result, we have created the organization called We the People — Alabama that will serve many functions too
numerous to explain here in proper detail for the purposes of this letter.

We the People — Alabama would like to offer you the opportunity to provide to your constituents a position statement
of your choosing or open letter to the people of Alabama that will be published in our newsletter and posted on our website at:
www.wtp-alabama.com while you serve the people as their Representative.

We understand that you are going to be very busy. We therefore request that you designate a contact individual at each of
your in-state offices with whom we can communicate directly to avoid possible misrepresentation and distortion by the media.

Lastly, We the People — Alabama formally request that you provide, at the end of each month, a list of the special
interest lobbyists that wanted to meet with you that month and what it is they wanted to talk to you about. We will make this
information available to your constituents through our newsletter and on our website. The effect of doing this will become evident
very quickly and will immediately earn you the respect of your constituents and your fellow representatives as well as free up
‘your time to work on the People’s Specific Standards for Representatives.

The Specific Standards for Representatives will be a compilation list and description of specific issues that have been
festering in the hearts and minds of the people for years, upon which the people will expect their elected citizen representatives to
act. The degree to which a congressional representative acts on these standards, or fails to act, will be monitored and graded by
We the People — Alabama.

In late January 2011, We the People — Alabama will send you, through your designated in-state contacts a copy of the
people’s Specific Standards for Representatives that will detail the specific legislative initiatives on which your constituents will
rate your performance during your term of office.

‘We sincerely hope that you will take advantage of this never before available opportunity for unprecedented cooperation
between an elected citizen representative of the people and his/her constituents to stop and reverse the incremental tyranny being
imposed on us all that we may pass on to future generations the promises of liberty and prosperity that were given to us.

‘The ultimate goal of We the People — Alabama is to lead by example and subsequently assist other States in the
establishment of permanent ongoing citizen supervision of government at both the Federal and State level between elections. The
We the People — Alabama organization looks forward to working with you to restore the confidence of the people in government
and return government to its constitutional role as the defender of our liberties and not the confiscator of them.

‘You are encouraged to discuss this letter with the other Alabama delegates as they have received the same
correspondence.

We the People - Alabama
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Issue # 129 – December 30, 2010





Bills will have to cite Constitution


Richard Cohen





Fulfilling one of their most prominent campaign promises, House Republican leaders have unveiled a new rule to require that each bill filed in the House “cite its specific constitutional authority.”


And for those who may have skipped that constitutional law class, Republicans have organized four staff briefings prior to the Jan. 5 start of the 112th Congress to provide guidance on compliance with the new rule. The first session will be Monday at 1 p.m. in the Capitol Visitor Center.


GOP leaders have prepared a memo for all members of the new Congress and senior staff informing them that no bill may be introduced unless the sponsor has submitted for the Congressional Record a statement “citing as specifically as practicable the power or powers granted to Congress” to enact the measure. The memo included five examples of forms that sponsors could include with their legislation.


And the memo warned that any bill that is filed without the requisite “constitutional authority statement” will not be accepted by the House clerk and will be returned to the sponsor. Such a statement, House Republicans added in a Friday statement, “also demonstrates to the American people that we in Congress understand that we have an obligation under our founding document to stay within the role established therein for the legislative branch.”


Although some members — especially Democrats who didn’t sign the campaign promise — might find the new rule burdensome, its practical effect on legislation in the new Congress likely will be limited. Presumably, the new GOP leaders and committee heads will not be sending bills to the House floor unless they consider them constitutional. As is the case every two years, all members will take an oath of office on Jan. 5 to support the founding document.


“When there is pushback [to the constitutionality of a bill], we will allow debate on the House floor,” said Utah Rep. Rob Bishop, who headed a working group of the House GOP transition team that prepared the new procedure.


We the People – Alabama will watch with hopeful anticipation as this new rule becomes business as usual instead of a novel idea.








We the People – Alabama


shall establish a membership based, citizen manned organization for the State of Alabama to halt and reverse the incremental dismantling of our freedoms and standard of living and to secure the opportunity for a better future for our children and grandchildren by providing ourselves for ourselves those services previously provided by individuals and institutions upon which we can no longer depend to defend our freedoms.


How successful we are will be determined by the Alabama citizens that participate in and/or support our efforts.

















We the People – Alabama


sincerely hope everyone had a safe and very


Merry Christmas


and that the new year brings a renewal of the American dream for peace and prosperity and individual liberty and responsibility.


We the People – Alabama


will be working very hard and consistently to ensure


that our children and grandchildren have the opportunity to grow up in a country where there is the promise of a better life for them and their children.


Happy New Year to all.





Introducing the People’s Employees to We the People – Alabama





The We the People – Alabama organization has just sent the letter shown below to all of the in-state offices of Alabama’s delegation to the 112th Congress of the United States. A copy of the letter was sent via certified mail to the 24 in –state addresses of Alabama’s two Senators and the seven Representatives.


In the coming weeks we will begin providing details on the Specific Standards for Representatives that have been submitted by the people of Alabama over the last several months, upon which We the People expect our elected representatives to act. Thereafter, we will be providing, to our supporting members, a monthly report on the job performance of the people’s employees based on those Standards.


The first report will evaluate our public servants response to four items contained in the letter below. The first performance rating will be based on whether or not our elected representatives even respond to the letter. The second will be based on the “position statement” or open letter to their constituents that they provide. Thirdly, they will be rated on whether or not they provide the in-state contacts that are requested and lastly, they will be rated at the end of January and every month thereafter on whether or not they provide the list of special interest lobbyist that want to talk to our representatives.


We are going to give our elected representatives about 30 days to get settled in while we prepare the final draft of the Specific Standards for Representatives that will be sent to their in-state offices around the end of January. Based on their response and efforts during the next 18 months, We the People – Alabama will periodically and as circumstances require issue job performance ratings based on the Constitution, their oath of office and the Specific Standards for Representatives.


By the time the next election cycle comes around in November 2012, the people of Alabama will have a detailed performance review of their elected representatives’ job performance by which to determine whether these individuals should be rehired or fired.





It is widespread public apathy that is the single biggest threat to individual liberty. By remaining silent, people condone what government does and as such are part of the problem.





The


Alabama Minuteman Reports Newsletter





is owned and operated exclusively by Alabama citizens for Alabama citizens, is intended to provide highlights of current news and events to inform Alabama citizens and accepts input from all sources, however, we do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of any material presented. It is up to the readers to verify the material’s accuracy and judge it for themselves.














In a rare coincidence, both Groundhog Day and the State of the Union Address will occur on the same day in 2011. �   It is an ironic juxtaposition of events: one involves a meaningless ritual in which we look to a creature of little intelligence for prognostication, while the other involves a groundhog. �  Somehow this just seems so right!
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"Freedom is the Right to Choose, the Right to create for oneself the alternatives of Choice. Without the possibility of Choice, and the exercise�of Choice, a man is not a man but a member, an instrument, a thing."





Thomas Jefferson














How simple could it be that the Alabama voters want a new way of governing our great state?  For the first time in over a hundred years we voted to replace the Democratic Party in the state house in Montgomery. One would assume that the populace wanted to elect the Republican Party to uphold the public trust. That however was not what the citizens were saying at the podium during the open house in Montgomery on December 8.


Many times it was stressed that the political reins to power were merely on loan. Public trust is in short supply. At state and national levels we no longer trust our elected officials to do our bidding. It was brought up by public voice at the state capitol that the citizens will be watching our new leaders with more interest and a high level of mistrust.


The ethics reform bills recently passed will be a good start to get us back to a level playing field in politics. On the surface the intentions are honorable and sweeping in scope. The undue and exceeding influence of special interest groups may actually abate for a while.


The most telling thing about the reach of these bills was the strength and volume of the out cry against reform. Entrenched special interests greatly objected to their unfair advantage being taken away. Led by Paul Hubbard the AEA and their many minions filed past the microphone droning on about how bad it was not to be able to coerce their members to pay dues by payroll deductions. Hubbard said all public employees have the right for their unions to have dues collected by state employees at state computers and on state paid time. He implied that he does not trust his membership to follow their union views if their dues are not pried from their paychecks before they see the money. This is going to hurt the AEA and their stranglehold on state politics. True their dues are only $36.00 per year, but when you multiply that by virtually everyone in the Alabama system, the gross (in many ways) dollars collected are huge.  With the new ethics bills in place I can envision a time when education unions will no longer be the king makers in Alabama politics.


In an attempt to obfuscate the issues Hubbard made the false claim that we will be denying the teachers a voice in politics. These poor souls will no longer have a say in government. Based on the way our education unions have protected the stupid, lazy and ineffective teachers he may be right. Our educators may indeed be so feeble minded that that they can not pick up a pen, write a check, address an envelope and actually send in their dues. With out the entitlement mentality of having big government collect their money, tell them what to think and happily accept the flawed logic of their union leadership. They may be but a foot note in history having at one time an elevated position over their peers that have to be proactive in participating in state politics.


The leader of the association of realtors put it quite well when she said their members are active, and effective without any one having to collect their membership dues.


I must apologize to the hard working and effective teachers that we do have in the system. Most of whom would never have to utilize the services of a corrupt union. And for any errors in this article forgive me for I am in part a product of the Alabama Education system.





Reuben Sneed - We the People - Alabama











Inner Peace
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I am passing this on to you because it definitely works, and we could all use a little more calmness in our lives.


By following simple advice heard on the Dr. Phil show, you too can find inner peace. Dr Phil proclaimed, "The way to achieve inner peace is to finish all the things you have started and have never finished."


So, I looked around my house to see all the things I started and hadn't finished, and before leaving the house this morning, I finished off a bottle of White Zinfandel, a bottle of Bailey's Irish Cream, a package of Oreos, the remainder of my old Prozac prescription, the rest of the cheesecake, some Doritos, and a box of chocolates, and a half bottle of scotch.


You have no idea how freaking good I feel right now.
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